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Opening Hymn                        Jesus, Refuge of the Weary                                 LSB 423           
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Tune and text: Public domain  

  

Stand 

  

Invocation 

    P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

    C Amen. 
  

+ Service of Light + 
 

Versicles  

 P Now is the time of God's favor; 

 C now is the day of salvation. 

  

 P Turn us again, O God of our salvation, 

 C that the light of Your face may shine on us. 

  

 P May Your justice shine like the sun; 

 C and may the poor be lifted up. 
  

Phos Hilaron   

 P Joyous light of glory: 
  

 C of the immortal Father; 

  heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ. 

  We have come to the setting of the sun, 

  and we look to the evening light. 

  We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 

  You are worthy of being praised 

  with pure voices forever. 

  O Son of God, O Giver of life: 

  the universe proclaims Your glory. 
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Psalmody 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Psalmody prayer 

 P     Let us pray 

  Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord,   

  and let Your  loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we  

  may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly  

  host and may glorify You forever. 

 C    Amen 

  

Sit 

  

Reading from Holy Scripture                                                       Philippians 4:8  
 8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 

excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  
  

   P    In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the   

  prophets. 

   C    But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

  

Magnificat  

 C My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my   

  Savior. 

  

  For he has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 

  For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed. 

  

  For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is   

  His name; 

  And His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to   

  generation. 
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  He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the   

  proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

  He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has  

  exalted the lowly. 

  

  He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has   

  sent empty away. 

  He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy   

  as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forev-  

  er. 

  

  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

  Amen. 

  

  My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my   

  Savior. 

  

A Litany for A Lament Upon the Finishing of a Beloved Book 

  

 P  I am stirred and saddened, O Lord,  

 C  In coming to this tale's end, 

  

 P ...to bid farewell and return now from my sojourn in that storied   

  place where longings for something more than the life I lead were   

  awakened. 

 C It is in the receding glow of that small, bright sorrow that I   

  now linger. 
  

 P Let it do its work in me, inviting me to dig beneath these fresh-stirred  

  longings, to see that their roots are not at last a longing for the places  

  depicted in these pages, but are, in truth, profound and holy wounds,  

  yearnings for a lost garden and a more perfect city, where justice and  

  righteousness are restored, and harms are healed, and losses redeemed,  

  and love proved true, and earth and heaven reconciled. 

 All: Thank you, O my God, for loving me enough that you would rouse my 

  deepest desires again through story, appointing these longings as  

  true signposts planted in a war-torn and cratered landscape,   

  reminding me that all of history is leading at last to a king and a  
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  kingdom, and pointing me ever onward toward his righteous and  

  eternal city. 

  Amen. 

  

Homily 

 

Hymn                                  Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious                           LSB 548                 

  

 
  

 
  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tune and text: Public Domain 

  

Nunc Dimittis 

P Guide us waking, O Lord,  

 and guard us sleeping  

 that awake we may watch with Christ  

 and asleep we may rest in peace. 

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace;  

 Your word has been fulfilled. 

 My own eyes have seen the salvation  

 which you have prepared in the sight of ev'ry people:  
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 a light to reveal You to the nations 

 and the glory of Your people Israel. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, 

 and will be forever.  Amen. 

 Guide us waking, O Lord, 

 and guard us sleeping 

 that awake we may watch with Christ 

 and asleep we may rest in peace. 

  

Benediction 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless you and keep you. 

C Amen. 
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